manner; in March 1759, offi cials at Bencoolen were still pleading for a supply of slaves to meet their need for inexpensive labor.
2 A census in November that same year recorded the presence of 460 men, women, and child slaves at Fort Marlborough and its dependencies, but did not report their places of origin or dates of arrival at the settlement. 3 The following month, offi cials at the fort acknowledged receiving nine "very acceptable" Coffree slaves from Bombay who never theless remained few in number compared to their needs. The expectation of little further assistance from Madras or Bombay prompted the fort's managers to urge the Court of Directors to send a ship to Madagascar to bring at least two hundred men, one hundred women, and as many boys as could be procured to the settlement. 4 Bencoolen's capture and brief occupation by French forces in 1760 during the Seven Years' War ended any plans that may have been formulated to do so, but only temporarily. No later than April 1762, offi cials at the fort were proposing to bring 1,200 to 1,500 Coffree slaves to the resettled outpost.
5 Another recommendation six months later to supply the settlement with Malagasy slaves noted that "they are the only people We can depend upon for all kinds of Work" and that if suffi cient numbers were employed as carpenters, bricklayers, and other kinds of craftsmen, "your Honours would sensibly feel the good effects in the amount of your Expences." 6 These communications and subsequent correspondence during 1764 and 1765 about shipping hundreds of Angolan, East African, and Malagasy slaves to this station on the fringes of the company's commercial empire not only illustrates that slave trading in the Indian Ocean had become a truly transoceanic phenomenon by the mid eighteenth century, but also hints at the scale of European involvement in this traffi c. Histories of the Indian Ocean, however, have either ignored the movement of chattel labor within this oceanic basin or paid only passing attention to it. 7 In other instances, historians who acknowl-edge this traffi c nevertheless discount its role in linking together the different parts of this geographically huge and culturally diverse world.
8
A common denominator in this work is a tendency to overlook that slave trading in the Indian Ocean world was of far greater antiquity than in the Atlantic world and that the total number of slaves exported from sub-Saharan Africa across the Indian Ocean and Sahara probably exceeded that shipped across the Atlantic.
9
As the publication of important collections of papers in recent years attest, 10 slavery and slave trading in the Indian Ocean are the subjects of increasing scholarly interest. While there is much to commend about this expanding body of research, there are also several areas of concern within this developing historiography. First, most of the work on the transoceanic movement of chattel laborers in this part of the world has focused on the exportation of slaves from eastern Africa by indigenous peoples and Arab or Muslim merchants to Madagascar, the Middle East (the Arabian peninsula and Persian Gulf in particular), and South Asia. While this scholarship speaks to a growing-and much neededawareness that the African diaspora entailed the eastward and not just westward movement of millions of enslaved men, women, and children, 11 the Africa-centric focus of much of this work and an attendant preoccupation with the northwestern Indian Ocean 12 also constitute potential obstacles to developing a more comprehensive understanding of slave and other systems of forced labor in this part of the world. As work on slavery in South Africa and the Mascarene Islands of Mauritius and Réunion illustrates, Africa was not the only source of chattel labor in the Indian Ocean basin, and slaves fl owed toward the continent as well as away from it. Tens, if not hundreds, of thousands of slaves were exported from India and Southeast Asia throughout the wider Indian Ocean world from the sixteenth through the nineteenth century, while the Persian Gulf was not only a destination for African slaves, but also a transit point from which some of these slaves were re-exported to the Mascarenes, India, Southeast Asia, and beyond.
A second area of concern refl ects the fact that the movement of chattel labor from South and Southeast Asia into the wider Indian Ocean world remains comparatively unstudied. Even a cursory survey of the now massive slavery bibliography begun by Joseph C. Miller more than thirty years ago confi rms as much. 13 Studies of slavery in India, on slave trading in Southeast Asia remains sketchy. 17 Histories of the Dutch, English, and French charter companies that operated in this part of the world are equally reticent about the extent to which these incipient multinational corporations traded in and made use of chattel labor. 18 Missing from these histories are references to the small but expanding body of work during the last forty years on slave trading by Europeans in the Indian Ocean, including the European exportation of East African and Malagasy slaves to the Americas that began during the seventeenth century and continued well into the nineteenth century. 19 The fragmented and unbalanced state of our knowledge about slave trading by Europeans in the Indian Ocean is a third area of concern. A review of the published literature on Portuguese, 20 Dutch, 21 French, 22 and English 23 activity reveals that we currently know little about the English, French, and Portuguese slave traders who operated in this part of the world during the seventeenth century compared to their Dutch counterparts. During the eighteenth century, on the other hand, we know more about French slave trading than we do about Dutch, English, and Portuguese activity, in large measure because of work on the Mascarene trade. 24 Much of our knowledge about the nature and dynamics of early nineteenth-century European slave trading in the region likewise rests in large part on what we know about the illegal trade to the Mascarenes that fl ourished from 1811 into the early 1830s.
25
A fi nal source of concern stems from the tendency to regard the Indian Ocean as a self-contained unit of historical analysis. As discussions about the ways in which oceanic basins can serve as frameworks of historical analysis point out, viewing the Indian Ocean as a distinctive zone of biological, cultural, and economic interaction and integra- not the least of which is the scarcity of archival sources on slavery and slave trading in this part of the world compared to those that exist for the Atlantic trades. 31 The BEIC archives, to cite a prominent example, contain only scattered and often rather oblique references to the company's involvement in slave trading during much of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries.
32 Data on French activity can be equally elusive.
33 Even when such information comes to light, disaggregating evidence of European agency in the purchase and shipment of slaves from that of indigenous slave traders can be a frustrating exercise. Nevertheless, as work on the Indian and Mascarene slave trades and Dutch activity during the seventeenth century indicates, a careful examination of the sources held by multiple archives can shed substantial light on various aspects of European slave trading in the Indian Ocean from the sixteenth to mid nineteenth centuries. Examining this activity from a more comprehensive regional perspective will, in turn, help to identify topics for future research and contribute to the ongoing discussion about conceptualizing the Indian Ocean world.
34

European Slave Trading within the Indian Ocean
The Portuguese were the fi rst Europeans to purchase and transport slaves to destinations within the Indian Ocean basin. Mozambique supplied slaves to the Estado da India, established during the fi rst two decades of the sixteenth century, and African slaves ultimately reached Portuguese establishments in East Asia. in this traffi c is diffi cult to ascertain, but by most accounts an average of just a couple of hundred slaves were exported from Mozambique to Portugal's Indian and other Asian possessions each year during the period under consideration. 35 The Portuguese reportedly sent "great numbers" of slaves from Mozambique to India at the end of the sixteenth century, with the number of such exports declining during the seventeenth century.
36 Rudy Bauss holds that Mozambican exports to Portuguese India averaged 200 to 250 each year from the 1770s to 1830, 37 while Pedro Machado indicates that Mozambican exports to Goa, Daman, and Diu may have averaged only about 125 slaves each year during the same period.
38 Census data from the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries confi rm the generally small scale of this trade; Goa housed 2,153 slaves in 1719, a number that declined to 1,410 by 1810.
39
The arrival of the Dutch early in the seventeenth century heralded greater European involvement in slave trading to destinations within the Indian Ocean basin. The Dutch East India Company (VOC) shipped African and Asian slaves to work as domestic servants, artisans, and laborers at their headquarters at Batavia, at strategic commercial emporia such as Malacca and Makassar, on the plantations they established in the "Spice Islands" of eastern Indonesia, at their stations in coastal Ceylon, and at its settlement at the Cape of Good Hope. 40 The magnitude of this traffi c is suggested by the presence of some 66,350 slaves in the various Dutch Indian Ocean establishments in 1687-1688.
41 Although Dutch settlements drew many of their slaves from the same subregional catchment area in which these settlements were located, the VOC also transported signifi cant numbers of slaves across the length and breadth of the Mare Indicum to meet the demand for such laborers.
42 Indonesian slaves moved westward to Ceylon (Sri Slave censuses and contemporary accounts of Mauritian life highlight the vastness of the catchment area that supplied the Mascarenes and other European establishments in the Indian Ocean with chattel labor. Slaves from Madagascar, Mozambique, and the Swahili Coast, the most important sources of Mascarene bondmen and women, came from a large number of ethnic or cultural communities. At least thirteen such groups on Madagascar furnished slaves for the islands, while those of Mozambican and East African origin were drawn from fourteen ethnic or cultural groups that can be identifi ed with certainty, some of which were located as far away as modern Malawi and eastern Zambia. 51 Slaves from West Africa (Bambaras, Guineans, Wolofs), the Comoros, and Ethiopia also reached the islands, as did bondmen and women from the Persian Gulf (Arabs, Persians), the Indian subcontinent (Bengalis, Goans, Lascars, Malabars, Orissans, Talingas [Telegus]), the Malay peninsula, the Indonesian archipelago (Bali, Java, Makassar, Nias, Sumatra, Timor), and even China. demands on these networks during the second half of the eighteenth century.
53 Such was also the case in Southeast Asia, where Nias supplied slaves to the west coast of Sumatra for centuries before Europeans arrived on the scene, 54 Java dispatched slaves to Malacca, Siam, Pasai (on Sumatra's north coast), and Brunei (on the northwest coast of Borneo), 55 and Bali and its neighboring islands exported at least 100,000 slaves between 1620 and 1830.
56
The men, women, and children purchased and shipped by Europeans to destinations within the Indian Ocean basin, like those transported across the Atlantic to the Americas, were enslaved for various reasons and by various means.
57 Political strife and warfare produced many of the slaves shipped from India's Coromandel Coast by the Dutch during several of the export "booms" that occurred during the seventeenth century, while warfare and endemic raiding expeditions generated a steady supply of slaves from among stateless societies in the Indonesian archipelago following the collapse of the powerful sultanate of Makassar in the late 1660s.
58 Famine, whether the product of natural forces such as drought or fl ooding or the byproduct of political strife and warfare, forced many desperate Indian men and women to sell their children, if not themselves, into slavery in attempts to stay alive. 59 Debt was the most important force behind enslavement in Southeast Asia. opportunities to use slave labor on the island, generated as many as 1,200 men, women, and children for export each year.
61
A combination of fi nancial and demographic considerations underpinned the continuing demand for chattel laborers in European Indian Ocean establishments. The unavailability or high cost of local free labor was one such factor. A 1762 plea to increase the number of Malagasy slaves at Bencoolen to 1,000-1,200 noted pointedly that the cost of maintaining these slaves was "far short" of what had to be paid to Malay workers for their services.
62 Three years later, offi cials at Fort Marlborough complained again that employing Malay coolies was "very expensive."
63 High mortality rates because of disease, malnutrition, and overwork, coupled with low birth rates due partly to low adult female-to-male ratios among factory slave populations, likewise spurred the demand for fresh supplies of chattel labor. As correspondence from Bencoolen indicates, disease could easily decimate not only a European establishment's work force and the surrounding countryside, but also the slave cargoes intended to replenish that work force. The discovery of smallpox among the Coffree slaves on board the Neptune when the ship arrived at Fort Marlborough from Bombay in July 1764, for example, created considerable alarm because this "distemper [is] the most dreaded and of the most fatal Consequence to the Malays, as it generally destroys two thirds of the Inhabitants whenever it rages amongst them."
64 Thirty-two of the eighty-seven men, women, and children in the Neptune's cargo died from the disease. 65 Eight months later, smallpox and scurvy killed sixty-one of the slaves carried by the Neptune on a second voyage to the fort. 66 Data from the Mascarenes underscore the demographic realities that helped to shape the dynamics of European slave trading within the Indian Ocean basin. The Mauritian slave population may have declined by as much as 2.54 percent a year on average during the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, 67 Satisfying this demand for chattel labor involved the constant movement of slaves across the length and breadth of the Indian Ocean, often at signifi cant expense. In 1763, Richard Wyatt was promised 70 piastres ($) for each adult male slave and $50 for each adult female slave he delivered to Fort Marlborough from nearby Nias. 69 Two years later, Wyatt paid $100 each for six Coffree men brought to Bencoolen's substation at Nattal (Natal) on the Elizabeth from an unknown locale, while the charge for transporting 245 men, women, and children to Fort Marlborough from Bombay on the Neptune, the Amelia, and the Success in 1765 (only 165 of whom reached the fort alive) was put at $110 per slave in addition to an average purchase price of $40 per slave. 70 The expense of mounting major slaving ventures meant that slave shipments to European establishments were often a corollary to the "country" trade in which comparatively small numbers of bondmen and women formed but one part of larger, more diverse cargoes carried from port to port. 71 Many of the Indian and Southeast Asian slaves reaching the Cape of Good Hope and the Mascarenes during the eighteenth century apparently arrived as part of such mixed cargoes.
72
The instructions given to the captain of Le Chevalier d'Entrecasteaux, sailing from Mauritius to Bengal in April 1789, are an illustrative case in point. In addition to acquiring eighty male and female slaves from twelve to eighteen years of age, Captain Alexis Joseph Bartro was directed to purchase 3,000 sacks of white rice, 7,450 pieces of assorted textiles, 4,000 pottery water jugs, and six barrels of cigars.
73
If the country trade funneled some African, Indian, and South- 68 Allen, "Constant Demand of the French," pp. 77 Slaving interests based in the Mascarenes also exploited political turmoil in Malabar province and the famine that ravaged the northern Circars during the early 1790s to organize major expeditions to India. In 1792, British authorities reported the presence of a French slaver at Calicut with a cargo of approximately 300 slaves 78 and noted that three French vessels had sailed from the Coromandel Coast for the Mascarenes with perhaps as many as 1,200 slaves in their holds.
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When viewed in its totality, the information currently at our disposal indicates that Europeans purchased and exported a minimum of 431,000-547,000 slaves from Mozambique, the Swahili Coast, Madagascar, India, Ceylon, and Southeast Asia to destinations within the Indian Ocean basin from 1500 to 1850 (see Table 1 ). Given the fragmentary and problematic nature of much of this data, an estimate closer to 547,000 is probably a more accurate indicator of the minimum number of slaves purchased and transported by Europeans during 74 this period. 80 There is also good reason to believe that the volume of this traffi c probably exceeded 547,000 by a signifi cant margin. Indirect evidence to this effect comes from the Indonesian archipelago where an average of 1,000 slaves are estimated to have reached Batavia each year during the seventeenth century, with the number of such imports climbing to approximately 3,000 a year during the eighteenth century.
81
What percentage of a possible 300,000 slaves imported into Batavia during the eighteenth century reached the settlement on Dutch vessels remains to be determined, but even an estimate of only 20 percent would increase the volume of European slave trading within the Indian Ocean basin by some 60,000 slaves.
European Slave Trading in Perspective
The current state of our knowledge makes assessing the impact of European slave trading on the lands and people washed by the Indian Ocean and the larger historical signifi cance of this traffi c in chattel labor a potentially contentious exercise. The need for such assessments is nevertheless mandated by the fact that Europeans shipped hundreds of thousands of enslaved men, women, and children from Mozambique, the Swahili Coast, Madagascar, India, Ceylon, Malaya, and the Indonesian archipelago across the length and breadth of the Mare Indicum from 1500 to 1850 to satisfy the demand for labor in their factories, plantations, and other settlements. The need for such assessments is also dictated by the dynamic nature of this traffi c. The 1660s, for instance, witnessed a shift in the center of Dutch activity from India's Malabar and Coromandel coasts to Southeast Asia, 82 while the eighteenth century witnessed perhaps a fourfold increase in the volume of European slave trading within the region compared to the seventeenth century (see Table 2 ), an increase due in large measure to French colonization and development of the Mascarenes and especially to the liberalization of trade to Mauritius and Réunion after 1769.
It is often diffi cult to assess the impact of this European activity on indigenous societies, economies, and polities in anything other than general terms. Sinnappah Arasaratnam holds that Portuguese acting independently of the Estado da India expanded the volume of slave trading in the northeastern Indian Ocean during the seventeenth century. He also argues that the strong Dutch demand for chattel labor for their maritime Asian settlements during the seventeenth century encouraged the development of large, centralized slave markets that supplanted the fragmented and small-scale slave trading systems that had hitherto been the norm. 83 According to Sanjay Subrahmanyam, the growing involvement of the Arakanese state of Mrauk-U in slave trading during the seventeenth century may similarly be traced to the Dutch demand for chattel labor for their Indonesian establishments.
84
European slave trading occasionally elicited reactions from local governments, as in 1688 when the exportation of slaves from Madras led to "great complaints and troubles from the Country Government for the loss of their children and servants spirited and stolen from them. . . ." Governor Elihu Yale noted that the Dutch had likewise incurred Mughal displeasure for exporting slaves from Metchlepatam [sic] . To forestall further problems with local authorities, Yale and his council ordered that no person, "either Christian or other," could buy or ship slaves from Madras or any adjacent port on pain of a fi ne of fi fty pagodas for each slave purchased and exported. 85 Unfortunately, it is unclear how long this ban remained in place or whether it was ever enforced in a meaningful way. 12, 000 12, 000 12, 000 4, 750 41, 967 14, 153 2, 345 43, 016 9, 071 169, 469 334, 040 Total 12, 000 40, 483 201, 747 176, 564 431, 794 Sources: See Table 1 .
We know even less about the impact that European slave trading had on indigenous societies, economies, and polities in the Indian Ocean basin during much of the eighteenth century. The dramatic expansion of the Mascarene trade after 1770, however, clearly left its imprint on the region in ways that resonated well into the nineteenth century. During 1792 and 1793, BEIC offi cials in India and ultimately the Court of Directors in London expressed their concern that "the convenience of the Market at Mahé [site of a French factory], and the constant demand of the French for the supply of the Islands of Bourbon and Mauritius" had created a permanent traffi c in chattel labor in their newly acquired territories along the Malabar Coast. 86 Unease about the threat this activity posed to their political and other interests in Malabar province, coupled with a strong sense of humanitarian disapprobation about the "nefarious traffi c" in children being conducted in the province, prompted the directors in 1796 to formally approve the measures that had been taken to suppress this trade.
87 British concern about the exportation of Indian slaves, and enslaved Indian children in particular, from their territories by Dutch and especially French traders fi gured prominently in attempts in 1774 to regulate slave trading in Bengal and then, in 1789 and 1790, to ban the exportation of slaves altogether from the Calcutta and Madras presidencies. The extent to which these measures, which long preceded parliamentary abolition of the British slave trade in 1807, may have infl uenced or been a response to the development of the abolitionist movement in Britain during the late eighteenth century remains to be determined.
88
The impact of this traffi cking in human commodities is discernible in the western Indian Ocean as well. Gwyn Campbell and Pier Larson have discussed the important role that slave trading in the southwestern Indian Ocean-and the expansion of the Mascarene trade in particular-played in the rise of the Merina kingdom in highland Madagascar during the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, that state's relations with Britain and France, and sociopolitical developments on the Grande Île during the nineteenth century. is also central to understanding a hitherto ignored diaspora of Malagasy-speaking peoples that may have entailed the largest movement of an African people in the Indian Ocean basin.
90 Suppression of the illegal trade to Mauritius and Réunion during the 1820s encouraged the development of the clove industry on Zanzibar and Pemba, an industry that, because it consumed additional hundreds of thousands of African slaves, encouraged ever greater British imperial involvement along the East African coast during the course of the nineteenth century. 91 Although the volume of European slave trading within the Indian Ocean basin pales in comparison to the approximately twelve million Africans exported by Europeans across the Atlantic between the mid fi fteenth and mid nineteenth centuries, 92 the historical signifi cance of this traffi c cannot be assessed only in terms of the numbers of men, women, and children who were caught up in it. To do so would be to ignore the global dimensions of European slave trading from the sixteenth to mid nineteenth centuries, the fact that the volume of this increasingly integrated global traffi c in chattel labor swelled with the passage of time, and the larger interactive contexts within which this activity occurred and of which it was an integral part. 93 European ships, we must remember, carried slaves from West and Central Africa not only to the New World, but also to the Cape of Good Hope, the Mascarenes, India, and the Indonesian archipelago. European vessels likewise carried Malagasy, East African, and Indian slaves not only across the length and breadth of the Mare Indicum, but also to the Caribbean and elsewhere in the Americas. 94 In short, European slave trading in the Atlantic world did not occur in isolation from what transpired in the Indian Ocean world-and vice versa.
Viewing European activity in the Indian Ocean from such a perspective can yield important insights into the nature and dynamics of the global movement of chattel labor from the sixteenth to mid nineteenth centuries. Markus Vink's assessment of the signifi cance of Dutch activity is a striking case in point: "The volume of the total Dutch Indian Ocean slave trade was 15-30% of the Atlantic slave trade, slightly smaller than the trans-Saharan slave trade, and one-anda-half to three times the size of the Swahili and Red Sea coast and the Dutch West India Company slave trades."
95 Viewing the Mascarene trade in comparable terms is equally revealing. Adding the number of slaves exported to the Mascarenes from Africa, Madagascar, India, and Southeast Asia from 1670 to 1848 to the numbers shipped on French vessels across the Atlantic, for example, increases the total volume of French slave trading from 1640 to 1850 by 28-29 percent over current estimates of 1.25-1.38 million 96 and indicates that one-fi fth of all French slave trading took place in the Indian Ocean. These data also underscore the growing importance of the Mascarene trade to French slaving interests during the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries (see Table 3 ), a trend that points to the increasing integration of the Indian Ocean and Atlantic worlds during the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries.
The regional impact of this activity is equally noteworthy. Revised estimates of African slave exports to Mauritius and Réunion during the eighteenth century 97 indicate that these exports equaled, if not exceeded, estimated exports (200,000) from the Red Sea coast during the same century.
98 These fi gures also point to the need to reassess current estimates that 400,000 East African slaves were exported into the wider Indian Ocean world during the eighteenth century, and that the nineteenth century witnessed 442,000 such exports. 99 In addition to illustrating the dramatic expansion of European slave trading in the southwestern Indian Ocean during the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries (see Table 4 ), these data give substance to Edward Alpers's argument that the demand for chattel labor in the Mascarenes was a major spur to the dramatic expansion of the Malagasy and East African slave trades during the late eighteenth century. 100 What we now know about the Mascarene trade likewise highlights the need to reconsider the origins, structure, and dynamics of what Gwyn Campbell has characterized as a "southern" slave trading complex along the East African coast, 101 and provides a larger regional context within which to view the exportation of 90,000 Mozambican slaves to the Mascarenes and the Americas before 1811, and another 386,000 Mozambican men, women, and children to the Americas after 1811. The creation and maintenance of these European slave trading networks also bear directly on our understanding of other migrant labor systems within and beyond the Mare Indicum. Recent scholarship has revealed that signifi cant numbers of Indian and Southeast Asian convicts fi gured among the laborers transported forcibly across the Indian Ocean by Europeans during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. James Armstrong notes that the practice of shipping convicts from Batavia and Ceylon to the Cape Colony dates from at least 1688, if not earlier, and that a small but steady fl ow of convicts reached the Cape during the eighteenth century.
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103 British authorities, already well versed in the practice of conveying convicts to America, 104 began transporting Indian convicts to labor in British possessions elsewhere in the Indian Ocean during the late eighteenth century and continued to do so during the nineteenth century.
105 Indian convicts were sent to Bencoolen beginning in 1787, the same year that the fi rst of the more than 160,000 British convicts who reached Australia from 1788 to 1868 left England. Some 4,000 to 6,000 Indian convicts were sent to Bencoolen from 1787 to 1825, while another 15,000 were dispatched to the Straits Settlements between 1790 and 1860.
106 Indian convicts also reached the southwestern Indian Ocean; from 1815 to 1837, approximately 1,500 arrived in Mauritius where they labored on public works projects. 107 Overall, some 30,000 Indian convicts were shipped overseas from 1787 to 1858; perhaps another 60,000 would suffer the same fate during the second half of the nineteenth century.
until at least the mid 1820s, 113 while the fi rst attempts to recruit indentured Indian laborers for Réunion were centered on the former slave trading enclaves of Pondichéry and Karikal. 114 Registers that recorded the arrival of indentured Indians in Mauritius confi rm that individuals of "slave" caste status were among the immigrants who arrived on the island from southern India during the late 1830s.
115
The structural connections between the Indian Ocean slave trades and the development of postemancipation labor systems are illustrated in other ways. As in the Atlantic, 116 British efforts to suppress slave trading in the Indian Ocean resulted in signifi cant numbers of "Prize Negroes" or "Liberated Africans" being "apprenticed" in South Africa, Mauritius, and the Seychelles during the fi rst half of the nineteenth century. 117 The Royal Navy's capture of twenty-seven slave ships between December 1808 and December 1816 added more than 2,100 Malagasy and Mozambican apprentices to the Cape Colony's work force; seizures along the East African coast during the 1840s funneled another 3,000-plus Prize Negroes to the colony. 118 Colonial and vice admiralty courts in Mauritius condemned forty-eight slaving vessels and their human cargoes between 1812 and 1825; the 4,526 Prize Negroes in question were subjected to fourteen-year-long apprenticeships on the island. 119 The mid nineteenth century also witnessed the recruitment of ostensibly "liberated" slaves and "free" contractual workers (engagés) along the East African coast and in Madagascar to labor on Réunion's sugar estates after slavery was abolished on that island in 1848. Engagés also reached the French controlled islands of Mayotte in the Comoros and Nosy-Bé off Madagascar's northwest coast in what is widely regarded as little more than the old slave trade in new garb. 121 Almost 34,000 African and Malagasy engagés were landed on Réunion from 1848 to 1861; French slavers moved more than 50,000 such persons throughout the southwestern Indian Ocean from 1848 to 1900.
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Conclusion
Recent overviews of slavery and slave trading in the Indian Ocean attest to our expanding knowledge of and sensitivity to the complexities of forced labor systems in this part of the world. They also refl ect a growing awareness of the connections between slavery and slave trading in the Mare Indicum and the development of other migrant labor systems during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. 123 In so doing, these overviews underscore the need to examine the nature and dynamics of the various constituent elements of these complex labor systems in as much detail as possible, and to situate their activities in broader historical contexts. The British, Dutch, French, and Portuguese who moved chattel laborers across the length and breadth of the Indian Ocean are no exception. Their activities warrant our attention not just because Europeans traded hundreds of thousands of slaves far beyond the confi nes of the Atlantic world, but also because these forced migrations were major components in the creation of the imperial networks that spanned the region, 124 and ultimately facilitated the rise of an increasingly integrated global movement of migrant labor. The comments that Sir Charles Oakeley, British governor at Madras, directed to Dutch offi cials at nearby Pulicat early in 1792 are an illustrative case in point. While Sir Charles diplomatically refrained from accusing his Dutch counterparts of exporting slaves themselves from Pulicat, he readily expressed his "apprehension that the traffi c in Slaves for exportation . . . may have received great encouragement by the permission given to foreign Contractors to purchase and transport them from your Factories."
125 The "foreign Contractors" in question undoubtedly included Frenchmen seeking to satisfy the "constant demand" for slave labor in the Mascarenes.
